SIGNS OF SPRING

“Spring actually begins on our bay when we first spot the ‘old fisherman,’” says Bob

P

Meinzer, who lives on Lake Johanna in Arden Hills.“... Like the morning mist, he material-
izes and then disappears without disturbing anything except the fish.” How do you know k ol
spring is here? Share your story (and a photo, if you have one) at tellus@startribune.com. N
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1TRIO BRINGS

® The women behind Paper Darts, a literary arts
magazine, mix style, substance and fun into a fresh and
sassy stew.

By KRISTIN TILLOTSON e ktillotson@startribune.com

aper Darts has taken the concept of the literary maga-
zine and knocked the stuffiness out of it.

Launched by three recent University of Minnesota
graduates, the ambitious new print and online triannual pub-
lishes fiction, poetry, artwork, reviews and interviews with art-
ists and writers. But Paper Darts is also a thing of fun and funky
beauty — not how you would describe most lit mags.

Woven between all the belles-lettres are video and music links,
wild and colorful graphics, comics, even — horrors! — fashion.
Whatever would they say at the New York Review of Books?

Named in part after a collection of Virginia Woolf’s letters,
Paper Darts also aims a tiny metaphorical missile at tradition.

“We're trying to take the stick out of the butt of the literary
world,” said Regan Smith, one of the young women behind the
venture. “We value irreverence and humor and beautiful design.
We're anti black-and-white text blocks.”

Paper Darts represents the next generation of lit/art mags in
a few other ways, too. It’s a mash-up of art forms, pairing poems
and prose with artwork by different contributors in a way that
makes them seem fused as a larger whole, leaving interpretation
up to the reader. They’re using social media to great effect to ex-
pand both readership and contributions. And their love of print

is balanced by an equal devotion to new media.

Magazine continues on E5 »
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TOM WALLACE - twallace@startribune.com

« THE THREE EDITORS ARE LIKE THESE
MYTHICAL WEIRD SISTERS WHO PLUCK
EXCITING AND DIVERGENT WORK FROM
THEIR SURROUNDINGS, TOSS THEM INTO

A BUBBLING CALDRON, AND END UP WITH
THIS COMPLEX, AROMATIC OINTMENT
EVEN MORE POWERFUL THAN ITS PARTS. »

Contributor Maggie Sanford about Paper Darts editors Jamie
Millard, left, Regan Smith and Meghan Suszynski.
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Paper Darts contributor Jennifer Davis was the talent behind this artwork and quote for the magazine’s second issue.

Dentists get
apiece of the
Botox pie

® DPatients can get closer to the fountain of
youth at their family dentist.

By AIMEE TJADER « aimee.tjader@startribune.com

They say regular brushing, flossing and pro-
fessional tooth cleaning can take years off your
true age. So can Botox.

Now, the two go hand-in-hand at some Twin
Cities dental offices, where at least a few gener-
al dentists are tapping into the two fastest-grow-
ing cosmetic treatments of the past decade by
offering Botox and dermal filler treatments.

“As a dentist, 'm very well-trained in the mus-
culature and anatomy of the face and I feel no oth-
er doctor can give an injection better than a qual-
ified and experienced dentist,” said Dr. Michael
Skadron, who began offering Botox and Juvederm
treatments in January at his West River Dental
Care in south Minneapolis. “It’s a marvelous fit.”

The economy has played a role, as well, he
said, by bringing in customers who want to gain
an edge. “I've had patients who are looking for a
new career, so they want their teeth cleaned and
their wrinkles removed.”

Dentists have been using Botox to treat den-
tal problems like temporomandibular joint
(TM]) disorders and the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration recently approved its use for
treatment of chronic migraines. Some dentists
want to take it a step further and use it for aes-
thetic purposes, too.

Botox continues on E3 »

ELIZABETH FLORES - eflores@startribune.com
Dr. Michael Skadron is one of a growing number

of dentists to offer Botox at his dental clinic.

Movie website
has everything
but popcorn

By BILL WARD ¢ billward@startribune.com

Jesse Vig is a different kind of control freak:
He wants the rest of us to have more power to
make our own choices — starting with movies.

So the University of Minnesota computer-
science grad student devised Movie Tuner, a
cool feature at the movie-recommendation
website Movielens, a research project of the
University of Minnesota. It allows users to go
beyond “if you like that, you'll like this.”

“Recommender systems have been around
since the '90s,” said Vig, 38, of Roseville. “That
technology has been perfected; it’s all based on
artificial intelligence or machine learning. This
is a way of combining that sort of machine intel-
ligence with user control.”

Once users register at the free site
(www.movielens.org), they can look up a film
and use Movie Tuner — which Vig designed for
his doctoral program with professors Shilad Sen
at Macalester College and John Ried] at the U —
to customize tags that characterize the film. The
picks for similar movies change depending onif
you want more or less of a given quality.

The tags are a work in progress. For example,
one of the tags for “The Social Network” was
“serial killer.” But the effect can be minimized
with a few clicks.

Vig tested the system to great effect. He start-
ed with “Mission: Impossible” and added tags for
amovie recommendation that was “more realis-
tic, grittier and more intelligent,” he said. “You
could also say ‘less Tom Cruise.’” He discov-
ered what is now one of his favorite films, “The
Bourne Identity” — and no Tom Cruise. O



MATT SAYLES » Associated Press

Christian Bale, Natalie Portman, Melissa Leo and Colin Firth pose backstage with their Oscars.

What’s next for Oscar winners?

® More-commercial movies
are on the horizon for the
actors who won Academy
Awards on Sunday night.

By STEVEN ZEITCHIK
Los Angeles Times

They might have stood on
the most prestigious stage in
Hollywood on Sunday night.
But this year’s Academy Award
winners won’t necessarily be
in Oscar mode when they next
pop up on a movie screen.

Because they took jobs be-
fore the awards angel landed
on their shoulders — or be-
cause they simply want a di-
versity of roles — many of
the winners will star in more-
commercial films than the
ones that netted them their
gold statuettes.

In April, Natalie Portman
will appear in the stoner com-
edy “Your Highness” oppo-
site Oscar co-host James Fran-
co. She’ll be seen as a dowdy
bespectacled grocery-store
clerk in the independent dra-
ma “Hesher,” which also stars
Rainn Wilson and Joseph
Gordon-Levitt. In May, she’ll
star as scientist Jane Foster in
“Thor,” the Marvel superhe-

ro film directed by Kenneth
Branagh.

Portman said backstage at
the Oscars that she has “no
idea” how impending moth-
erhood will affect the parts
she takes.

“One of the exciting things
about becoming pregnant is
that I'm expecting a complete
unknown,” she said.

Melissa Leo, the “Fighter”
co-star who provided the most
colorful moment of the Oscars
during her acceptance speech
for supporting actress, will
make several more niche ap-
pearances on the big screen.

She’ll play a gun-toting
member of a homophobic cult
in Kevin Smith’s “Red State,”
which the filmmaker is self-
distributing in October. She’ll
star in the independent golf
dramedy “Seven Days in Uto-
pia,” which does not yet have a
theatrical distributor. (She also
has a recurring role on HBO’s
“Treme.”)

After years of romantic
comedy roles leading up to
his turn as George VI in “The
King’s Speech,” lead actor win-
ner Colin Firth is skewing more
commercial than the film that
landed him his statuette — but
only a bit.

The English actor will next
be seen in the adaptation of
John le Carre’s “Tinker, Tai-
lor, Soldier, Spy,” a film he
was shooting while promoting
“The King’s Speech” this sea-
son. He plays a British intelli-
gence officer suspected of be-
ing a Russian mole. The espio-
nage drama, whose rights have
just been acquired by Univer-
sal Pictures, does not yet have
arelease date.

Firth this summer also aims
to shoot Park Chan-Wook’s
“Stoker,” a mystery drama that
will put him in a film with an-
other 201l award-season per-
sonality, Nicole Kidman.

And Christian Bale has
spent the last part of his Os-
car campaign in China shoot-
ing a part as a heroic priest in
the Asian period piece “The
13 Women of Nanjing,” which
does not yet have U.S. distri-
bution. But blockbusters aren’t
too far from the actor’s mind;
Bale will reprise his superhero
role in “The Dark Knight Ris-
es,” scheduled for the summer
of 2012.

“When I finish the movie in
China,” he said, “it’s straight to
Batman. Much more Batman.”

(DT)
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Dentists geta piece

of the Bot

< BOTOX FROM E1

In Minnesota, dentists are
permitted to do the work, as
long as they adhere to the
same standard of care that
specialists are required to
meet, said Marshall Shragg,
executive director of the Min-
nesota Board of Dentistry.

However, some states, in-
cluding California and Ne-
vada, say the use of Botox to
improve patients’ smiles or to
reduce wrinkles is outside the
scope of general dentistry.

Dr. Michael Sudit of the
Center for Smile Enhance-
ment in Minnetonka said den-
tists should’ve been part of the
Botox movement from the be-
ginning. He started using Bo-
tox a few years ago to improve
patients’ “gummy smiles.”

Now that other dentists
are branching out and realiz-
ing they can do it, too, he said,
“it’s coming and it’s coming in
a big wave.”

The timing of Skadron’s
new business venture could
pay off as people look for
ways to improve their looks
without going under the
knife or spending a fortune.
According to Allergan Corp.,,
the company that distributes
Botox and Juvederm, 10 per-
cent of dentists perform Bo-
tox and dermal filler thera-
pies, yet consumer demand
for the treatments is strong.

While cosmetic surgical
procedures, like breast aug-
mentation, rose nationwide
by 2 percent from 2009 to
2010, minimally invasive cos-
metic procedures rose 5 per-
cent — with Botox injections
(54 million) leading the way
and facial fillers, such as Ju-
vederm, (1.8 million) com-
ing in second, according to
the American Society of Plas-
tic Surgery.

“I think there’s still a seg-
ment of the population that’s
willing to spend money if it
makes them feel good about
themselves,” Skadron said.

A typical Botox treatment

OX pie

ELIZABETH FLORES - Star Tribune

Dr. Michael Skadron’s receptionist Robyn Nelson showed off her
before and after photos after she received botox injections at West

River Dental Care.

at West River Dental Care
ranges from $240 to $720 and
dermal fillers cost $500 to
$1,000. Results last three to
four months.

It’'s hard to gauge how
many dentists in the Twin
Cities offer Botox and dermal
filler treatments, but at least a
half-dozen advertise the ser-
vices, including O’Brien Den-
tal Care in Shakopee, Four
Season Family Dentistry in
Plymouth and Minneapolis
Dental.

From the patient’s chair
at West River, brochures
and “before” and “after” pic-
tures touting the new servic-
es are in clear view. While on-
ly a few patients have signed
on for the work so far, Skad-

ron expects to get busier with
weddings and class reunions
coming up.

Eventually, he said, he'd like
to see 10 percent of his business
come from cosmetic, non-den-
tal procedures. Until the ap-
pointment book fills up, Skad-
ron’s staffers happily take their
place in the patient’s chair.

“I'm 52 years old and I start-
ed acquiring these wrinkles,”
hygienist Pat Grubbe said as
Skadron injected two syringes
of Botox into her forehead.

“Once I had them removed,
I don’t want them back,” she
said. “Most people are notic-
ing that I look good, but they
can’t quite figure out why.”

Aimée Tjader » 612-673-1715

steals+deals john ewoldt

Pay less for cotton
while you can

It’s been widely reported
that cotton prices have gone
way up, but manufacturers and
retailers have absorbed the in-
creases so far, as [ wrote about
Tuesday. Expect things to
change in late summer or early
fall, though, when consumers
should see higher prices.

You can beat the increase on
fabric at Calico Corners (7101
France Av. S., Edina, 952-925-
5600,www.calicocorners.com).
Save 20 percent on everything
Friday through March 26.

Tuesday Morning stores (10

Get compact fluorescent light
bulbs for $1 each as part of an
Xcel program.

Twin Cities locations, www.shop
tuesdaymorning.com) have a
nice selection of all-cotton bed-

ding and towels on sale. It’s a
good time to bag a great val-
ue on luxury linens from Sfer-
ra before prices go from outra-
geous to stratospheric. The com-
pany’s most expensive sheets are
Egyptian cotton (Pima is sec-
ond best) made in Italy. (Sheets
made in Portugal and China are
of slightly lower quality.)
Several discontinued king
and queen sheet sets are priced
at $340 to $880, regularly an
eye-opening $930 to $1,915. On-
ly Tuesday Morning locations
in larger metro areas typically
get items this expensive, so if
you don't see what you want lo-

cally, try the online store.

Less expensive lines from
Sferra called Linea Casa are al-
so available at $120 to $140 per
set. If you like Sferra quality,
this sale represents one of the
best selections I've seen, espe-
cially online, which has blan-
kets and matelasses, too.

Jeans, usually made of 100
percent cotton, will be one
wardrobe staple to see defi-
nite prices increases by fall.
Levi Strauss has already raised
some prices, but you can save
big by buying vintage jeans, in-
cluding Levi’s, at Tatter’s (2928
Lyndale Av. S., Mpls., 612-823-

5285, www.tattersvintagecloth
ing.com). During its semian-
nual sale Saturday and Sunday,
save 50 percent storewide on
’60s and ’70s clothing for men
and women. Before the dis-
count, Levi’s are about $28, T-
shirts $16 to $24, and leather
jackets under $200.

Light bulbs for a buck
Get avariety of compact fluo-
rescent light bulbs for $1 each at
participating retailers. It’s part of
an Xcel Energy program to help
customers use energy efficient-
ly. To get maximum savings, re-
place lights burned most often —

in the kitchen, living room, bath-
room vanity and outdoor porch
lamps. Participating dealers in-
clude Ace Hardware, Costco,
Home Depot and Sam’s Club,
but check stores in your area by
calling 1-800-895-4999 or going
to www.responsiblebynature.c
om. Special prices are available
while supplies last.

John Ewoldt « 612-673-7633 or
jewoldt@startribune.com. If you spot a
deal, share it at www.startribune.com/
dealspotter.

Enter for your
chance to win a pair
of passes to see

CARMEN

IN 3D
in theaters!

reaLbD))3D and Starlribune

ER%
HOUSE

pass within the last 90 days are also not eligible.

To enter, send your name, address,
phone number and e-mail address to
winapass@thaweb.com.

Be sure to include

CARMEN 3D in the subject line.

This film is rated “PG-13” for some sensuality.

All federal, state and local requiations apply. A recipient of prizes assumes any and all risks related to use of the prize and accepts any restrictions required by the prize provider. RealD, Royal Opera House
and their affifiates accept no responsibifity or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Prizes cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in
whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her pass in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost, delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the
responsibility of the winner. Void where prefiibited by law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors and their employees, family members and agencies are not eligible. Those who have received a

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TOSHIBA

IN THEATERS MARCH 5

CARMEN3D.COM

TOSHIBA

ARPET KING

Save up
to an
Extra
$250

Save $250
54,500
Save $150
$500

| with this
coupon!

*Must be presented in store at time of purchase.

Carpet Installation
for 1 Room or your
Entire Home for Only

FLOORING
= EXPO

CTANMASTER

BURNSVILLE EXPO
1717 W Hwy 13
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-808-8501

COON RAPIDS EXPO
3564 NW Main St

Coon Rapids, MN 55448
763-323-7456

EDINA EXPO
3441 Hazelton Rd
Edina, MN 55435
952-831-4285

763-416-4091

1870 Beam Ave

651-366-6464

1655 W Cty Rd C

612-287-1796

Valid on all carpets. See store for details

MAPLE GROVE EXPO
7860 Vinewood Lane
Maple Grove, MN 55369

MAPLEWOOD EXPO

Maplewood, MN 55109

ROSEVILLE HIRSHFIELDS EXPO

Roseville, MN 55113

37

CARPET KING

Tile « Laminate » Vinyl «+ Wooa

BURNSVILLE
1230 W. Cty Rd. 42

(Burnhaven Dr. &

1717 West Highway 13
Burnsville, MN 55337
952-882-2984
EAGAN

2020 CIlift Rd
Eagan, MN 55122
651-686-7045

MAPLEWOOD

1845 County Rd D
Burnsville, MN 55337-4431 Maplewood, MN 55109-5331
(White Bear Ave on County Rd. D)

County Road 42) 651-779-7576 952-925-2344
952-435-2066

SUNRAY
BURNSVILLE RIDGEDALE 2119 Old Hudson Rd

13512 Wayzata Blvd
Minnetonka, MN 55305
952-593-1522

ROSEVILLE
2115 N. Snelling Ave
St Paul, MN 55113
651-639-1167

SPRING

2SS

Ends March 31st

ST LOUIS PARK
8225 West Hwy 7

St Louis Park, MN 55426
(Across from Knoliwood Mall)

St Paul, MN 55119-4406
(in Sun Ray Shopping Center)
651-731-9404

West SAINT PAUL
1885 So Robert St

W. St. Paul, MN 55118
651-451-1910
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